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become stingy and miserly In their gifts to the priests,
would reach joyless worlds, clearly showed that Nachi-
ketas was not an illiterate, but on the other hand, was
a student well versed in the texts of the Sastras.

\

Sa ha maca pitaram
Tata Kasmai mam dasyas iti;
Dvitiyam tritiyam tarn ha uvaca,
Mrtyave tvani dadami iti.
(4) He said unto his sire, * father to whom wilt thou
give me* : he said this again and again, and again for the
third time, (when the enraged father) said, 'unto Death
do I give thee\
Through the trellis of the chiselled words of this
Upanishad no reader can afford to look for, and miss
the vivid picture of the home of Gautama with his
courtyard crowded by the hundreds of the priests
assembled there to receive presents. The melan-
choly team of cows is being led in and the father is
busy distributing them to the Ritwiks (priests who
officiate in Yagnas}. In the verandha of the house
there stands the child Nachiketas visibly upset with
his own confusions within. He is not able to reach
the sacred meaning of his father's actions. He is
anxious that his father who is performing the yagna
with desire (Usari) should attain its fulfilment. But
in his knowledge of the Sastras he knew that the
sacrifice called Vtewajit can be fully potent only when
the performer sacrifices everything that he possesses.